








Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 
January 12, 2007 
Franklin Cove, Tullytown (Bucks County), PA 
Report written 1/14/07 from notes taken on 1/12 

On my fourth and final visit to Tullytown over holiday break from college, I was 
interested in looking for the Black-headed Gull that Devich Farbotnik found on 1/6/07. I 
was birding with Ramsay Koury and Joan Renninger from the Harrisburg area. We 
pulled in to Franklin Cove and began looking at the gulls loafing on the grass (>500). 
Lighting was good for gulling, as it was cloudy with soft, even lighting. The first bird 
that both Ramsay and I saw was an obvious first cycle Black-headed Gull. 
The bird was smaller and slimmer than nearby Ring-billed Gulls with dull red legs and a 
slim red bill with a black outer third. The bird's body was whitish and its mantle was 
pale gray. The tail was white with a thin, irregular, black terminal band. While standing 
the gull's brownishjuv. lesser and median wing coverts were obvious, though somewhat 
worn. The head was white with a round black postocular spot on each side. The eyes 
were also surrounded with a small area of black. Both the postocular spots and the eye 
marks connected over the top of the head with a symmetrical faint gray line. In flight, all 
primaries and secondaries appeared black-tipped, with the outer primaries being white in 
ground color (with the inner edges black) compared to the medium gray of the remainder 
of the primaries and secondaries. The underwing was largely dusky, with a poorly 
defined dark patch extending over the primaries created by the black inner edging of 
these feathers. 
The bird could be separated from most other gulls by its small size and thin build. Gulls 
close to Black-headed in size and overall appearance that require notes on separation in 
PA would be Franklin's, Laughing, Bonaparte's, and Little. The pale gray mantle/ 
[ majority of] wings and slim bill would immediately separate this bird from Laughing 
and Franklin's Gull. Little Gull can be eliminated because this bird had pointed wingtips, 
no dark cap, and a longer bicolored bill (and was larger than any Little Gull would be), 
contrary to Little Gull. Bonaparte's Gull shows a black bill, slimmer overall build, and 
much less obvious darkjuv. plumage on the wing coverts at this time of year than this 
bird. Also, Bonaparte's Gulls rarely show the darkish underwing pattern as described on 
this individual. This write-up combined with the attached photographs taken at the time/ 
place of observation show that the bird was a Black-headed Gull. I have only ever seen 
one other Black-headed Gull (a basic adult in Dauphin County in 2005), but feel perfectly 
confident in the identification. 

Tom Johnson 
1/14/07 
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Record No: 340-01-20(Jf 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 

Date of Sighting: 6 January 200l to 23 January 200f 
Location: BUCKS 
County : TULLYTOWN 
Observer(s): D. Farbotnik et al 

Date of Submission: 2007 
Submitted by: T. Johnson, C. Rutt 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 
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